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March 4, 2000 Killer's release denied WEATHER 
Sa aad Judge Richard Gilmour isn't Page 82 
‘convinced that confessed killer 
‘Thomas Webster, left, is no 
longer dangerous. > OBITUARIES BS 
Page 83 > EDITORIALS Bb 


Where’s David Letterman? Pressures 
bw ioe. | of growth 
Rédy to polish hit garden 


a shoe ora story Gardeners at Mandella 
Nese : fight development plan 


perity, the Hard Times Vintage 
Shoeshine Shop opened up this month By Mary Lynne Vellinga 
ino revamped tax Preparation office at : Bee Staff Writer 
‘S2nd St me roadway in Ou ark. 
He ee eckrotie With the real estate market red hot, the state hae 
Piet ea ‘ decided to again tackle the delicate topie of whether 
But a one-man, four-chair shoeshine : to pave over the Mandella Community Garden at 
parlor? 15th and Q streets in Sacramento 
‘What is Vinee “Hard Times” Austin f The Capitol Area Development Authority board 


thinking? 4 voted Feb. 18 to give its staff the go-ahead to explore 
Hard Times smiles. He chuckles sagely. . the idea of 


He shakes his head. ‘Then he replies to building a gro- yy 
the pointed query. Not with words. Not gery store and 1% 
with a rogy recital of his dreams, ising on the 
thoughts, market study, buffing a niche arden site SARRAR END: 
or need, Nothing about opening up 1 e move came 
shine stand on a shoestring and a prayer. rk after at least 
No. None of that. ¢ two developers 
He whistles a i approached 
Itis.a long, low whistle, lips kissing, CADA with in- 
head bobbing slightly. A tenor whistle formal propos- 
of marvel and approbation. A whistle that als for such a 
finely scours the Grand Canyon of a ques- development. 
tion, A whistle that seems to say, "Beats 4 Ron Alvara- 
me! do, executive 
He whistles. And then he smiles, What director of 
ever else he has, Hard Times strolls : * CADA, a joint city-state authority that manages 42 
through life with a smile that's pure pa- < blocks around the Capitol, said his staff would con- 
tent leather. duct several public workshops on the topic in the 
Vinee Austin, 67, is a genial man, wear- next two months and do market research to decide 
inga cap, black apron, worn cowboy whether development of the half-block garden and 
boots. On a dull day, he is sitting inside adjoining parking lot makes economic sense, 
atop a shine step, just below a row of four ‘The Mandella Community Garden is the oldest 
desk chairs he bought at a used office ‘community garden in the Sacramento area and the 
supply store. The shop is nicely . largest in the central city. It may also be the region's 
with new carpet, artwork, ge c quirkiest, an outpost of laid-back tolerance where 


register, fresh tins of polish and, at the state workers and computer consultants till plots 
moment, no customers 


“Slow,” he says of business. “The rainy Please see GARDEN, page B4 
season. It'll get better, I know, You don't, 
want to get your shoes shined and then 
step out into the rain and mud,” True. So, 


Sefer cesmspomrernae Charges 


Lined up neatly in a corner are three ° 
pairs of shoes ~ brown tasseled loafers, ene 
black, stovepips motorcycle boots, and n In 
ebony, nicely tooled cowboy boots. The 
trio of footwear glows with a mirror shine. 
Won't those customers be pleased! But 
those aren't customers’ shoes 
‘Those are Hard Times’ shoes. Since he 
has never shined shoes before, Hard 
‘Times is practicing on himself, Give the Daniels may face death penalty 
‘man credit for gumption. 
Whence the nickname, Hard Times? 
He whistles 
“How many years has that been?” he b, 
asks, stroking his chin, as though contem- : ‘ 5 REE RG tree cre at 
plating eternity. “That started back in Seeing believing today spree that left two people dead and a Sacramento po- 
the Gls, nv Ser Peencioco, I was ridie liceman wounded, was rearraigned Friday on two 
bikes and trying to go to school at night ‘Chow incredible enae chatigea Haat aad lrtng the Cath cally 
1 was working a job. Playing music. Some- Boal oie eile soning the desta penny anid Dopu 
body gives you a name —and it ikl” iy Distt Atornay herd heey 
SE Daniels, $2, appeared in Sacramento Superior 
Pas eae tes ed pa be Sn Prince Court in a wheelchair with his left arm in a sling. He 
- ‘org Friday will remain in custody without bail pending further 
‘The Fillmore District. “At 1958 Bu- P April 28. 
Ppp neghom np lant har Wounded during a shootout with police, Daniels 
Pests Haas Dec watts were ecucsoge Sm has been in custody since Jan. 2, recuperating from 
hard-working. His father labored at the Sriia asker eee 
shipyards and a ee moth Daniels initially was arraigned Jan. 11 from his 
pes ee ee foe : hospital bed on charges of murder, attempted mur- 
ot ere y. der, two counts of attempted robbery, and four 
Vince Austin attended Polytechnic counts of armed robbery 
High, played ball at Father Crowley PS "Those counts included the Dec. 28 killing of Le- 
Field, and later went to San Francisco Wayne Alan Carolina, 23, and the attempted murder 
State and USF, He played drums and 
worked for Sparky's Delivery Service. He Plenes eve DANTELS, beck page, BO 
was a motorcycle fool. He whistles. “Let's 
see,” he counts. “Ihad this ol’ pan-head 


Sisuplie-ntmacitnseees New trial ordered : 
eee womee intwo DUI deaths axe: Candidates spar over ads 


ball. He taught PE. at Polytechnic, He Dist th 
inded drums in various combos und eS, trict 8 hopefuls: Radio campaigns exaggerate tru 

fode with the Rattlers, one of theirs Ar. JUdge’s ruling stuns courtroom 
rican American motorcycle clubs in the By Matthew Barrows nance tax that North Laguna 
country. He drove a Muni bus. Owned ‘By Tom Nadeau Bee Staff Writer Creek residents were paying for 
adiner in Oakland. And, after marrying ee Correspondent wetlands upkeep in the area. 

Doris Lae (“the best thing that ever hap- MARYSVILLE — Nobody got what they wanted, Controversy over radio ads The next year, the tax was 


era mersnenare ramen and even was mur when Jer Jan ey ppl lyy poe 


ming at such joints as the MoMo Lounge 


and the Maharajah Club, timate 
For a time, he operated Hard Times aa drugs iegaler etgetmgen car he was in the final days of the cam- 
Barbecue. And helped start up the still driving le Fruitvale Road outside Lincoln and hit | Se eee 
Part me this shine stand.*You got todo af oak tree, killing two buddies: Jason Hall, 22, and ; fea captr pte serra 
something,” he laughs of the improbable Christopher Hedman, 16 reduced whether residents com- 
enterprise. “Even if I don't make a dime, A Yuba County jury had found Erickson, 26, guuity the 
Tit be happy. Just something to do.” of second-degree Feb. 5, 1997, but Golden had reject tn Shelbys radio ad, for ex- 
Lets tote up his taloof woo health, their decision. Instead, he directed a verdict of enpplayareyinvts Bot 
humor, a loving wife, a fine bike. , guilty of two lesser counts of gross vehicular man- | bial on Toms Bi ee 
, , ie, v on City asa 
Hard Times, sounds ike Good Times? MUBRMAT. 5 ns court of Appeal rule Bid becca caiy 
He whistles. that Golden had abused his discretion when he re- percent.” | 
“Icant complain,” he says. “I did, 1d duced Erickson’s convictions and sentenced him to | ~~ In fact, Shelby was part of a 
be telling le 12 years in prison. The court ordered Golden to rein- neighborhood association that in uled to tape the ad backed out 
(BOB SYLVA'S column appears Samuriays You state the jury's second-degree murder verdicts and to 1991 asked the council to look 


‘can reach him at P.O Box 15779, Sacramento, into an $81.73 annual mainte- Please see COUNCIL, page B4 
(CA.95852. oF phone (16) 321-1128 Please see ERICKSON, page B4 
+ i 


Golden Friday granted a new trial for convicted Distri ~ ay records, a 97 percent reduc 
murderer Jeffrey A. Erickson. 
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